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HORT[CULTURAL TRADES ASSOC[AT[ON lo@hort-trades.com www.landscapeontario.com
“Advancing the horticulture industry”





Lawn Care Meeting

Monday, Nov 20/06

Landscape Ontario, Milton Ontario

Present: Phil Bull, Gavin Dawson, Tammy Lawrence, Don McQueen, Ken Pavely, 

              Kyle Tobin, Gary Van Haastrecht, don Voorhees, Alan White, John Wright, 

              Paul Pisani  

Staff:     Tom Somerville 

1)
Acceptance of October, 2006 minutes


Motion to accept minutes with corrections


John Wright/Alan White

………………………..
CARRIED


Correction


Under # 4 – take our Turf Revolutions name & add “attended of seminar”

2)
Board of Directors Update – Alan White

· Paul Olsen – china trade mission report 

· CNLA update – project evergreen meeting in Toronto endorsed & supported by CNLA

· Awaiting decision from Ministry of Labour re the “landscape gardener” in the standards.  Government wants to move interlock brick & irrigation out of exemption list.

· Also discussing “Banking of Hours” – Ministry would like to discontinue

· Jeff Olsen – working on branding of LO and industry sectors

· Canada Blooms

· Last year for sponsors – trying to get new ones

· Last year – lost money, attendance down from 100,000 to 88,000

· LO – larger presence @ show:  

· Ask the pro 

· Working with Skills Canada for competition, LO information booth in same area

· Request for sod this year

· Ecotopia Garden – new this year, sustainable ecosystem;

3)
IPM Update

· Not much new – some meetings with OPA re Municipalities  document almost ready

4)
Government Relations

· Lost some friends in last election

· Need to do more assessment as to find out which side the new councilors are on

· Waterloo lost Mayor who was favorable seemed to pick up more “antis”

· Update LO brochure – tabled for now

· Workshop all commodity groups brought together

· Research opportunities and prioritization brought forward

· Al for Darcy - spring use of Seven for European Crane Fly just got approved minor use
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Lawn Care (11/06) – Page #2

Additional information from Ken Pavely

Just received word this morning that Clarington is holding a similar event to Markham's in January...likely the evening of the 10th. They too will invite PMRA....let's hope they show up for this one.
 

Collingwood in heavy right now, and will make deputation once new council is sworn in.
 

We now have evidence of increased retail sales from the anti-pesticide group in Halifax. Confirms what we have been saying all along. Group is called RATE, Real Alternatives to Pesticides in the Environment.  Great to no longer just say that sales are still healthy.
 

Owen Sound is looking to hold some kind of public event as well. Fortunately, we have John Howard, parks director, who isn't snow by all the anti-pesticide rhetoric, and is reasonably well versed on the issue. 
 

As soon as the municipal IPM is ready, then we can begin to assemble platform to go to the province. With all the anti-development councillors getting elected, the Liberals might be in a political mood to listen and respond to our concerns.
 

EcoPerth still posting recommendation for Endall for chinch bugs. Adds strength to argument about provincial action. 
 

On a positive note, we have several and I mean several municipalities that want seminars for next spring. Denis Flanagan and I have all but the finishing touches on a municipal public education package at a cost that should be reasonable for them to use. City of Guelph is very interested...with a council and mayor so left, it will be interesting to see how they react to our initiative. 
 

Scotts is helping with the campaign. Update from Jill is that their biological weed control is planned for 09/10 release. Still can't find someone to make large quantities, but in her words, it works very well. 
5)
Next meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 29, 2007 @ 12:00 noon @ Landscape Ontario – Milton

Motion to adjourn meeting – Kyle Tobin/Alan White - Carried

