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Appendix D

Representative Arborist’s Report Guideline
General:  

The arborist report is generally produced by an ISA (International Society of Arboriculture) certified arborist; or an ASCA (American Society of Consulting Arborists) consulting arborist or by an individual with a diploma or degree from a designated forestry or arborist program.

The report should contain the following elements in varying form as determined by the requirements of the Owner, Contractor or designated authority representative:

· Scope of Work

· Observations

· Analysis or testing

· Discussion

· Conclusion(s)

· Recommendations(s)

· Supporting Information

Scope of Work: 

Clearly defines the specific scope of services requested from the Owner/Contractor or authority.  This section should outline the parameters of the work, relevant background or site history, the use of the report, site survey, damage report, and tree evaluation.

Observations: 

Non judgmental observations and facts are to be reported in a clear and concise manner.  Historical or literature research may also be included in this section.

Details of observations formats may include but are not limited to the following:

· Description of the site location and Overall condition of the site

· Site Characteristics and topography 

· Permanent Structural Features

· Climatic or weather conditions (if pertinent report)

· Soil types/Analysis

· Identification of species or variety:

Quantity of trees

Size in general and specific measurements

Specie characteristics

Condition and overall health of plant

Specific locations and Function of plants

Analysis or Testing:  

Analysis or on-site observations using field equipment and techniques, and/or samples for laboratory analysis or testing.  The discussion of analytical methodology and testing should be included along with the resultant data.

The results may include but are not limited to:

· Description of any outside investigations

· Analyses and tests that were conducted in addition to the work on the site

· Plant, Insect, disease or other pest identification

· Soil

· Water or tissue analyses

· Microscopic studies

· Photo interpretation

· Statistical or numerical analyses

· Literature searches

· Distinguish work done by arborists or others

· Treatment of data

· Written results or interpretations provided by outside sources a copyrighted material.

Discussion: 

Discussion of observations and analyses required to present rationale, justify judgments and support conclusions and any recommendations.  

Conclusion: 

Evaluation the data and facts gathered during the investigation.  

Recommendations: 

Format should be designed to make needs to be usable recommendations listed tasks in priority.  

Supporting Information:  

Supporting materials that are requested should be included.  Supporting information can be in the form of excerpts from literature, site maps, research from other experts, photographs, or ISA specifications or governmental by-laws.
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