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Appendix E 


APPENDIX E

BOTANICAL NOMENCLATURE

Internationally the proper scientific name of any organism should be used. Generic or common plant names vary greatly form one geographical region to another.  This difference creates issues within the industry and the working context of daily activities and interactions.  Therefore the scientific name should be used to remove any uncertainties as to the exact plant specified or purchased. The scientific name need be used only once. Once the scientific name is introduced, the common name may then be used throughout the remainder of the document.  The current system of naming is referred to as the “Linnaean Bionomial System of Nomenclature”.  Scientific names are in Latin and are composed of  genus and species, the binomial and in some instances a forma or forma specialis.

Latin scientific names are italicized or underlined.

Genus is capitalized.

Species name, forma and forma specialis are not capitalized.

Varietal names in English are not capitalized, but not italicized or underlined.

The generic term ‘species’ is used when the specific epithet is unknown.  “Species” is not capitalized or italicized.  The abbreviations sp. (singular) or spp. (plural) are often used. 

The common name is capitalized only when it is taken from a proper noun or begins a sentence. 

The scientific name is generally placed directly after the common name and is enclosed in parentheses. 

The publication Hortus Third, A Concise Dictionary of Plants Cultivated in the United States and Canada, 1976; shall be the basis for confirmation of botanical nomenclature with changes determined and governed by, the International Code of Botanical Nomenclature (ICBN), the governing body of plant names.  

The user should be cognizant of the six basic principles of the ICBN code:

1. Botanical nomenclature is independent of zoological nomenclature.

2. The application of names of taxonomic groups is determined by the means of nomenclatural types, a specimen.

3. Nomenclature of taxonomic groups is based on priority of publication.

4. Each taxonomic group can have only one correct name, the earliest that is in accordance with the rules, with some exceptions.

5. Scientific names are Latinized.

6. The rules are retroactive, some exceptions apply.
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