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APPENDIX F

Glossary

Note that the terms included in this glossary are for the sole purpose of use within this Guideline.  Definitions and explanations of this section are not necessarily either complete or exclusive, but are general for the work. Abbreviations, names or acronyms that are used in Specifications or other Contract Documents are defined to mean the industry recognized name, trade association, guidelines generating organization, governing authority or other entity applicable to context of the text provision.

Since some landscape terms are based upon a “trade language” as well as “design terminology”, many of the technical terms are unfamiliar to developers, builders and community officials. An understanding of these definitions will allow better comprehension of each section.

Acceptable Workmanship: Satisfactory to and approved by the reviewing authority/owner associated with the contract.

Acceptance: The notification to the Contractor or the Owner, by the Authority that the work is complete and that the requirements and specifications of the contract documents have been met in regard to the Work.

Acclimatization:  The process required to cause physiological changes within a plant system that will enable the plant to adapt to the changes from the i.e. nursery environment to the interior environment or vice versa without exhibiting severe damage or death.

Addendum: (Addenda) A document or formal written instructions that amends, clarifies, revises, modifies, adds to, or deletes from the previously issued Bid Documents or the project manual during the bidding period prior closing date for receipt of bids becomes part of the Contract Documents when the Contract is executed.
Additional Work:  Is work which results from a change or alteration in the contract and for which there maybe existing contract unit prices. (See extra work)

Administration: The adoption, interpretation and enforcement by the Authority of this Guideline, and procedures undertaken by the Authority regarding this Guideline.  Administration shall also include procedures by the Contractor and required by the Authority regarding this Guideline (e.g., reporting, calling for field reviews).

Aeration: Maintenance procedure to improve water penetration and soil structure by relieving compaction usually by coring.

Agent:  A person, party or entity authorized by another who acts legally for or in place of that one another.   

Aggregate: Crushed stone, crushed slag, or any granular mineral material or water worn gravel for use for surfacing a built up plane.

Agronomist:  A specialist in the theory and practice of soil management and the cultivation of field crops.

Amount of the Bid:  The total amount shown on the proposal form or bid document which is based either on a lump sum or unit price.  

Amount of the Contract:  The amount of the contract is the final contract cost and may vary from the amount of the bid depending on the final quantities of work, change orders, or extra work.

Annual: A plant that completes its life cycle (from seed to seed) within a single growing season.  

ANSI Z60.1: is a nationally recognized system for sizing and describing plants.  It was established to facilitate orderly trade in nursery stock.

Approve: The meaning of term “approved” will be held to limitations of the Owner/Agent/Authority responsibilities and duties as specified in General and Supplementary Conditions.

Arborist: A person with technical knowledge of tree care maintenance practices, planting, transplanting, and pruning as well as in diagnosing tree diseases gained through experience and training.  

Article: A primary numbered subdivision of a section of the guideline specifications.

As-built drawing: Drawing(s) used to record the details of a construction project following its completion. 

Authority:  Any body, government, agency, corporation, or individual that adopts this Guideline in regard to the Work on behalf of the owner (may include the Owner or his/her agents).  The authority has the power to enforce laws, exact obedience, command, determine, or judge.  

Award:  The decision of the Owner to accept the proposal of a Bidder for the work proposed and/or materials to be furnished, subject to the execution and approval of the contract, bonds, securities, and other conditions as may be required by law.

Balled and Burlapped (B&B): Plants established in the ground which have been prepared for transplanting by digging so that the soil immediately around the roots remain undisturbed.  The ball of earth containing the roots of the plant is then bound up in burlap or similar mesh fabrics.

Bare Root (B.R.): Harvested plants or nursery stock from which the soil or growing medium have been removed from the root system.

Bark Mulch: Chips and small pieces of wood, which are spread out over the ground surface to prevent the soil from eroding by dissipating the energy of raindrops; protecting the underlying roots from freezing and evaporation, and to reduce competing weed growth.

Baskets, Daisy and Wire: A wire containment systems designed to maintain the structural integrity of a root ball after digging.

Bidder: Any individual, firm, partnership, limited liability company, or corporation formally               submitting a proposal to perform the work, and/or supply the materials contemplated, acting directly or via an authorized agent or representative.

Branch:  The major lateral shoots emanating from a tree trunk, as compared to twigs or spurs, which are minor shoots emanating from a trunk or branch.  On large established trees, not nursery stock, branches are referred to as limbs.

Branch Collar: Wood that forms from the overlapping trunk and branch tissue around a branch attachment, frequently more pronounced below the attachment.

Budded:  Referring to bud-grafting, where a bud from one plant has been grafted onto another plant (typically an understock) as a method of asexual propagation.

Buffering: The use of landscaping (other than mere grass on flat terrain), or the use of landscaping along with berms, walls or decorative fences that partially and periodically obstruct the view from the street, in a continuous manner, of vehicular use areas and parking lots.

Bulb: The resting phase of plants such as the onion and tulip, which have membranous or fleshy leaves forming a rounded underground mass, and which can develop into new plants. 

Caliper: In the landscape or nursery trade, this is the diameter of a tree measured at a point that is; 15 cm above the ground level for trees up to 10 cm caliper, for trees of 10 cm caliper and greater, caliper shall be measured 30 cm above ground level.  This is in contrast to the method used to measure caliper in the timber industry, which is Diameter at Breast Height (See DBH).  DBH is used to measure trees that are above 30 cm in caliper.

Canadian Certified Horticultural Technician (CCHT): A person who is in good standing with the Canadian Nursery and Landscape Association (CNLA) certification department, has successfully completed the CCHT test and has maintained all requirements for certification, certification renewal, and is listed in the CNLA register of CCHT’s.

Cane:  The major shoots emanating directly from the basal area of a shrub.

Certified Arborist:  A person who is currently in good standing with the International Society of Arboriculture, has completed and maintained all requirements for certification as an Arborist, and is listed in the ISA register of certified arborists.

Certified Nursery Stock:  Designated free of injurious pests or diseases.

Change Order:  A written order, issued by the Contractor, and approved by the Owner, to change the scope of the contract in conformance with instructions contained therein.  A change order may clarify, revise, add to, or delete previous requirements of the work, adjust the contract sum or the contract time.  

Clearing: Removing all surface vegetative material in a given area, generally performed in conjunction with grubbing. (see grubbing)

Codominant Stems: Two or more vigorous and upright branches of relatively equal size that originate from a common point, usually where the leader has been lost or removed.

Collar:  The region of the plant where root and shoot meet, generally at the soil line.

Collected:  Material dug from native stands, established woodlots or other non-cultivated areas.  Plants must be designated as such.

Conifer:  A member of the Coniferae family. In botany, a plant that is mostly needle or scale-leaved,  generally evergreen.  Cone-bearing gymnospermous trees or shrubs such as pines, spruces, and firs. Not all conifers are evergreens, and not all evergreens are conifers. 

Construction contract: See Contract. 

Construction Documents: All of the written including both the bidding, contract documents and graphic documents prepared or assembled for outlining the project design and contract administration.  

Construction manager: The person or firm responsible for coordinating and managing all or part of the construction process, including the design and bidding phases. 

Construction: Construction is the act, art, or business of moving, demolishing, installing, or building, structures, excavations, landscaping, site improvements, drainage systems and roads according to a plan or by a definite process. 

Consultant: A person (or organization) with an area of expertise or professional training who contracts to render professional services to the Owner/Authority. 

Container Grown: Plants grown in nursery containers appropriate to age and size, and are not field grown or collected.

Container:  The pot in which nursery stock is sold or grown.  Containers are manufactured of different materials such as peat moss, plastic, wood, paper, cloth, etc. and may vary greatly in size, shape and quality.   However, in the context of nursery stock, containers are not used as a final installation for growing.

Contract Administration: The duties and responsibilities of the person or firm responsible for contract administration during the construction phase of a project as set forth in the design agreement and in the construction documents' General Conditions. 

Contract Bonds:  The approved forms of security, executed by the Contractor and the Contractor's  surety or sureties, guaranteeing the complete execution of the contract and the payment of all legal debts pertaining to the contract.

Contract Completion Date:  The calendar date stipulated in the contract by which the proposed work shall be complete.

Contract Documents: Documents containing the legally enforceable requirements that become part of the construction contract when the Agreement is signed. Contract documents may consist of the: Agreement, General Conditions, Specifications, List of Drawings, Drawings, Addenda, Certificates of Insurance, List of Subcontractors, Notice of Completion, and all other documents as identified in the Agreement. 

Contract Schedule: The schedule that graphically shows each project work activity, the start and finish times required for each activity, and the interrelationships between all work activities. This schedule is made and used by the contractor/owner to coordinate the work. 

Contract sum: The amount of compensation stated in the Agreement for the performance of the work. The contract sum may be adjusted only by change order. 

Contract:  The written agreement between the Owner and the Contractor, containing all the conditions of that agreement.  The contract may include the proposal, contract form and bond, general provisions and requirements, guideline specifications, special provisions, detailed and guideline plans, addenda, change orders, and any agreements that are required to complete the work.

Contractor:  The individual, firm, partnership, limited liability company, or corporation undertaking the execution of the work under the terms of the contract with the owner (client). The Contractor is the person or entity identified as such in the Agreement. 
Critical path method (CPM):  A planning and scheduling system which combines all relevant information into a single plan defining the sequence and duration's of operations and depicting the interrelationship of the work elements required to complete a project. The critical path is defined as the longest sequence of activities in a network that establishes the minimum length of time for accomplishment of the end event of a project. 

Critical Root Zone: Is a circular region measured outward from a tree trunk representing the essential area of the roots that must be maintained or protected for the tree’s survival.  Critical root zone is one foot of radial distance for every inch of tree DBH, with a minimum root protection zone of eight feet.

Critical Zone: The critical zone is the area surrounding any element that must be protected to ensure the survival of the element.

Crown: In trees the foliated portion from the lowest branch to the treetop.

Cultivar: A contraction of the words cultivated variety.  A named plant selection from which identical or nearly identical plants can be produced, usually by vegetative propagation or cloning. Cultivated plants that are specifically named, whose unique characteristics are retained during propagation and populations are maintained by human efforts.  Distinguished from botanical varieties which are also distinct populations of plants in a species, but naturally occurring.

Cultivating: A term for the tilling of soil around plants to kill weeds and allow air and water to penetrate to plant roots.

Deciduous:  Shedding foliage each year, as applied to trees and shrubs; losing fruit or leaves at maturity or at the end of the growing season, not evergreen.

Design Load: The “live load” that a structure is designed to resist (with appropriate safety factor) plus “dead load” (ie. weight of permanent loads)

Dethatching: A maintenance procedure that involves making a series of vertical cuts into the turf to penetrate and remove accumulated layers of decaying plant material on the soil surface.

Diameter Breast Height (DBH): A category of measurement for forestry work.  The internationals metric guideline for DBH is over bark at a point 1.3 m above the ground.

Die-Back: The progressive dying, which may or may not lead to death from the tips downward or inward of shoots, twigs, tops, branches, or roots.

Direct Planting:  The “planting” process whereby the nursery growing container is removed from the root soil mass of the plant prior to the plant being “planted” in the soil medium which fills the (decorative, fixed, floor typed or other type) planter.

Dormancy: Can be a normal part of the life cycle, or it may be induced by unfavourable environmental conditions.  It may involve a period of reduced or suspended physiological activity during which plants may have no leaves or flowers.

Dormant:  State of reduced physiological activity and growth between periods of active change.

Double-Potting:  The “planting” process whereby the growing container is left around the plant root/soil mass and the unit is placed in a decorative planter which contains soil medium or drainage fill material surrounding the nursery container to aid in restricting root growth spread and future plant removal convenience.  

Drip Line: An imaginary vertical line extending from the outermost edge of the tree’s original canopy to the ground, the horizontal extent of the root system normally extends well beyond the drip line. 

Edging: (1) A line that creates visual interest and separation, for example, between the lawn and an annual border. (2) Any non-biodegradable material, typically plastic or metal, installed in the ground to separate flower beds from lawn or other landscape areas.  

Engineer:  The Contract Administrator, acting personally, or by and through such assistants as may be specifically authorized to act for him.  

Equipment:  All tools, materials, machinery, assemblies, instruments, devices or articles, and supplies necessary for maintenance, for the proper construction of the work or contract components.

Establishment Maintenance: Procedures that should be carried out to, at least the requirements of this Guideline during the first two years or agreed to period, after landscape installation to ensure or increase the long-term success of the planting.

Experienced:  Skilled or knowledge obtained or gained as the result of active participation or practice.

Extra Work:  An item of work not originally a part of the contract, but necessary for completion               and/or execution of the contract.

Fertilizer:  Any organic or inorganic material of natural or synthetic origins that is added to a soil to supply one or more elements essential to the growth of plants.

Field Capacity: The highest amount of moisture remaining in a soil after free water has been allowed to drain away by gravity, usually expressed as a percentage of oven-dry weight of soil.  

Field Potted:  Plants dug with an intact soil ball and placed in a container, in lieu of burlap.

Field Review: In this Guideline the term field review and site review are used interchangeably. A field review is a periodic and irregular site visit to view the work and ascertain whether the work conforms to the contract documents.  

File-Top Planter:  Any decorative planter small enough or specifically designed to fit on top of a filing cabinet.

Fill: Means a deposition of earth material by artificial means.

Fixed Planting Bed:  A permanent, non-movable planting area which is built into a building’s construction (at grade level or at-finished-floor level or slightly above grade).  

Floor Planter:  Any decorative planter  (e.g., basket, fiberglass, metal, ceramic, etc. type of container) that is designed and scaled to sit on the floor and maybe fixed or movable.

Flower Rotation:  The cyclical process whereby potted flowers are placed in an interior landscape for “colour” under contract at agreed upon intervals for either a set or variable price.

Foliage Plant:  Living green plant forms that are commercially grown in containers for their form, texture and growth habits instead of their flowers or blooms and that are capable of living indoors for long periods at relatively constant temperatures and under low light intensities. 

Foot Candles:  The units of light received by an object (plant) from a specific direction and source of variable distance.  The measurement is based on light from one candle received by an object at fixed distance.

Furnish: The term is used to mean supply and deliver to project site, ready for unloading, unpacking, assembly, installation, etc., as applicable in each instance. (Same as SUPPLY.)

General Requirements: Refers to the provisions or requirements of Specification sections, and applies to the entire work of the Contract.

Girdling root: A root that partially or entirely encircles the trunk and/or large butress roots, which could restrict growth and downward movement of photosynthate.

Grade, Nursery Stock Grade:  Any and all designations associated with a plant group signifying sizes, qualities and historical details of a nursery stock item.

Grade: The vertical location of the ground surface.

Grading: Altering natural terrain and elevation of the land as specified in the contract documents, landscape plans and grading plans.

Graft:  A method of asexual propagation involving a product or procedure of joining two plants or plant parts together so that they will unite and continue their growth as one.

Green Laws: Municipal or provincial law that protects, preserves or restores nature to urban areas.

Ground Cover: A small low-growing dense growth (other than saplings) of plants, planted for ornamental purposes or to prevent soil erosion in areas where turf is difficult to grow, such as in deep shade or on a steep slope.

Growing Medium: Material selected or prepared, to the requirements of this Guideline or specification for planting and growing plants.  

Grubbing:  Removal of stumps, root systems, and vegetable matter from the ground surface by exposing and cutting the roots after clearing and prior to excavation. (See Clearing)

Guideline:  A suggested course of action.
Hard Landscape: The portion of the landscape that consists of materials that are not living, or do not physiologically support living elements, i.e. paving, fencing, fountains, irrigation systems, lighting and site furnishings.

Hardening Off: A nursery process in which young plants are prepared for their final exterior location by exposing them to a gradual period of change in growing parameters such as water, light, and temperatures.

Hazard tree Assessment: A process of assessing a standing tree for signs of structural weakness caused by growth habit, disease or decay.  Also an assessment of whether or not a target(s) exist in a potential fall zone.  

Heeling In: A temporary measure process in the nursery or on site of storing planting stock that is being moved by temporarily covering the base of a plant, especially a dormant plant.

Holding Period:  Time duration in which plants should be held by Contractor following their arrival from the growing nursery and prior to their installation of the job site.  The objective of this period is to extend the acclimatization period usually implemented in a facility in which lighting, humidity and temperature can be controlled.

Included Bark: Bark embedded with the crotch between a branch and the trunk or between two or more stems that prevents the formation of a normal branch bark ridge.  

Indicated: The term “indicated” is a cross­ reference to details, notes, or schedules on drawings, to other paragraphs or schedules in the specifications.

Install: The term “install” is used to describe operations at project site including unloading, unpacking, assembly, erection, placing, anchoring, applying, working to dimension, finishing, curing, protecting, cleaning, and similar operations. 

Installer: An “Installer” is the Contractor or an entity engaged by the Contractor, either as an employee, subcontractor, or contractor of a particular construction activity, including installation, building, application and similar operations.  

Integrated Pest Management (IPM): A systemic approach to pest control that uses a variety of techniques that are least disruptive such as planting resistant varieties, using biological controls, less toxic sprays and appropriate cultural techniques.  The use of traditional synthetic pesticides are used as a last resort to reduce pest damage or unwanted vegetation to economically and threshold tolerance levels.  

Irrigation:  The distribution of water over the surface of land to encourage the growth of vegetation.
Land Clearing: Indicates those operations where trees and vegetation are removed and which occur previous to construction of buildings, road right-of-way excavation, utility excavation, grubbing, and any other necessary clearing operation.

Landscape Architect: Is a person who has the ability to stamp and certify a drawing and is currently a Member in good standing with the Ontario Association of Landscape Architects in accordance with that society’s act, constitution and bylaws.  

Landscape Fabric: A woven or non-woven geotextile that acts as a separator between various landscape elements. Drainage, strength, and other characteristics of the fabric should be specified in the contract documents.

Landscape Ordinance: A public law, requiring public review and approval of a permit, often contained within a zoning ordinance or land development code that regulates landscape designs, landscape installation and maintenance.

Landscape Plan: The preparation of graphic and written criteria, specifications, and detailed plans to arrange and alter the effects of natural features such as plantings, ground and water forms, walks and other features.

Landscaping: The combination of living plants, (trees, shrubs, vines, ground covers, flowers or grass); natural features and materials (rock, stone, bark chips or shavings); and structural features, including but not limited to, fountains, reflecting pools, outdoor art work, screen walls, fences, or benches.

Leachate:   A product or solution containing constituents picked up through the leaching of soil such as dissolved organic matter leached from fallen leaves.

Leaching:  The process of flushing the growing medium (i.e., soil mass within a nursery container or planter) with clean, pure (low in dissolved salts) water so as to wash out dissolved soluble salts which might otherwise “burn” the plant roots.

Leader:  (Botanically) The primary or dominant shoot of a plant, which usually develops into the main trunk.

Leaf Density: The approximate percentage of the measurement plane seen as foliage as opposed to light passing through when viewed from the side or from above.  For plants it is measured by spread.  

Liners:  Young, immature plants intended for growing on to mature sizes in nurseries, either by lining out in the field or in containers.  Typically 1 or 2 years old and often sold bare-root or in small containers.

Maintenance: The improvement of the landscape via ground, fertilizing, mulching, staking, spraying, trimming, removing, snow removal and pruning.

Materials:  Any items or substance which may be specified, incorporated into the construction, the work and its appurtenances.

Medium:  The surrounding environment or substance in which a specific organism lives and thrives.

Mulch: Any material spread over the soil surface to retain soil moisture, moderate soil 

temperature, prevents the soil from eroding by dissipating the energy of raindrops and protects underlying roots from freezing and evaporation and the suppression of weed growth. 

Native Plants: Usually a species known to have existed on a site prior to the influence of humans either indigenous or occurring naturally in a given geographic locale.  

Notice to Proceed: Written notice to the Contractor instructing the Contractor to proceed with               the work.

Noxious Weed: (1) a plant designated by the protection agency, by law to be a noxious weed and/or any species of plant which is, or is liable to be, troublesome, intrusive or destructive to agriculture, arboricultural, that is difficult to control or eradicate.

Nursery Stock: Any plant for planting, propagation or ornamentation, including but not limited to: a) All plants, trees, shrubs, vines, perennial grafts, cuttings and buds that may be sold for propagation, whether cultivated or wild.  b) any other plant or plant part, including cut Christmas trees or any non hardy plant including but not limited to annuals, bedding plants and vegetable plants.

Nursery: Any location where nursery stock is grown, propagated, stored, or sold.

Owner: (Owner's authorized representative.)  A term used to identify a person, firm, or corporation who commissioned the prime consultant and who contracted with the general contractor.
Percolation: The flow of water or other fluids through soil, rock, or a filter, under the influence of gravity in conditions of partial or complete saturation.

Perennial: A plant that normally lives more than two growing seasons and, after an initial period, produces flowers annually.

Permanent Wilting Point:  The point where the soil moisture retained is unavailable to the plant, causing it to wilt and not regain turgidity at night without the addition of water to the soil.

Person: Includes individual, firm, corporation, company, or association.

Pest: Any biotic agent (any living agent capable of reproducing itself) or any of the following that is know to cause damage or harm to agriculture or the environment; (a) any infectious, transmissible, or contagious disease of an plant; (b) any form of animal life, (c) any form of vegetable life.  This includes, but is not limited to insects, snails, nematodes, fungi, viruses, bacterium, microorganisms, mycoplasma like organisms, weeds, plants or parasitic higher plants.

Pesticide: Any substance or material, other than a device, that is sold or used to repel or manage a pest.

Plans: The official drawings, guideline plans, profiles, typical cross sections and supplemental               drawings that show the dimensions, locations, details, and character of the work to be               performed.  

Plant Life: All plants including trees, dead or downed wood, shrubs, vines, wildflowers, grass, sedge, fern, moss, lichen, fungus, or any other member of the plant family.

Plant: Includes any part of a plant, tree, plant product, shrub, vine, fruit, vegetable, seed, bulb, stolon, tuber corm, pip, cutting, scion, bud, graft, or fruit pit including: (a) agricultural commodities: plant materials, including any horticultural product, (b) Nursery stock; (c) Non-cultivated or fedreral plants, gathered from the environment (d) plants produced by tissue culture, cloning or from stem cell culturess or other prepared media culture.

Planter:  A decorative planter, hanging planter or fixed planting bed.

Plug: The term is generally used for seedlings and rooted cuttings and is a cylinder of medium in which a plant is grown.

Product: Item acquired from a manufacturer or supplier for incorporation into the construction. Product or Products can mean material, drawings, specifications, reports, manuals, presentations, verbal service and recommendations, training materials and training given machinery, equipment, and fixtures forming the Work.

Project:  A word used to represent the overall scope of work being performed to complete a specific job.

Project Manager (Project Management):  A qualified individual or firm authorized by the owner to be responsible for coordinating time, equipment, money, tasks and project team for all or specified portions of a specific project. (see Construction Manager).  
Proposal:  The properly signed and guaranteed written offer of the Bidder to perform all the work.

Provide: Means furnish and install, to acquire or purchase, ship to the site, unload and store, install in position, connect to utilities, and make ready for intended use. 

Provincially Accredited Horticultural Program: A post secondary institution delivering a program approved by the Provincial Ministry of Training, Colleges and Universities .

Pruning: The act of removing branches or parts of trees and shrubs with a view to strengthening those that remain or to bringing the tree or plant into a desired shape. 

Qualified:  An individual or firm with a recognized degree, certificate, or professional standing; or who by extensive knowledge, training and experience, has successfully demonstrated his/her abilities to identify and solve or resolve problems associated with a specific subject matter or project type. (See Experienced)

Quality: A system for ensuring the maintenance of proper guidelines in manufactured goods, especially by inspection of the work or productis obtained by conscientious application of a thoroughly planned quality-assurance program implemented through a quality-control procedure.
Relocated Tree:  Is an existing tree on a site that is moved to another location on the same site to accommodate development or to be moved outside an existing or proposed building envelope.

Replacement Tree: A replacement tree is a tree which is planted on a property after the removal of an existing tree on the same site.  A replacement tree is generally required on a one-to-one basis with any removed tree.

Required:  By this Guideline or by other guidelines, codes, laws, or regulations in force or referenced by this Guideline.

Restoration: The comprehensive maintenance activities intended to accurately recover the form and details of a property as it appeared originally or at a time of historic significance. 

Reviewer: A person designated by the owner or authority to conduct field reviews.  (see field reviews)

Root Ball: The clump consisting of the main growing roots of a plant and the soil (or other growing medium) adherent to them.  The root ball should be kept intact when transplanting.

Root Bound:  The condition in container grown plants in which the root system occupies most of the available space and has grown in a jammed, intertwined manner.

Root Collar: The flared area at the base of a tree where the roots and trunk merge, also referred to as the “root crown” or “root flare”.

Root Pruning:  Means: (1) The act of cutting the roots of large plants, primarily shrubs or trees, to force more vigorous growth or to prepare the plant for transplantation. (2) The systematic pruning of roots of nursery plants growing in the field, in order to stimulate branching of roots and the production of fibrous roots.

Root Stock:  A plant on which a variety or species is grafted or budded which is used to support and/or effect the growth habit of the variety.  

Rotation (Rotational Planting):  The cyclical process by which plants are removed from an installation site and simultaneously replacement with another plant so that the number of plants on a job always remains intact.  

Samples: Physical examples that illustrate materials, equipment, or workmanship, and that establish guidelines by which the work will be assessed.

Saturation Point: A state where all pores in a soil are full of water.

Scarification:  The physical or mechanical disturbance to loosen compacted soil and to create better conditions for plant material.

Section:  A numbered chapter of the guideline specifications.

Shall:  For this guideline means;  will have to, will be able to, used to express a command or exhortation , used in laws, regulations, or directives to express what is mandatory.

Should: A certain sentence in this guideline is a recommendation.

Shrub:  A woody plant, generally smaller than a tree, which generally produces several stems, rather than a single trunk from the base.

Site Clearing: Means the removal of trees, vegetation and/or alteration of the existing topography of a property.

Site Review: See field review.

Snowfall: The amount of snow that falls during a given period or in a specified area.

Soft Landscape: That portion of a landscape that consists of living elements and on which the living elements depend on physiologically for survival i.e. trees, shrubs, perennials, and soil.

Special Provisions: Additions to or modifications of the guideline specifications and             supplemental specifications covering conditions peculiar to the work.

Specification: A written document with technical directions and conditions describing the quality of materials and the guideline of workmanship of the project or parts of. It deals with items are that are portion of the Contract Documents consisting of the written requirements for materials, equipment, construction systems, guidelines and workmanship for the Work, and performance of related services that cannot be shown on drawings or in the schedules. 

Specimen: A plant designation that may be used to indicate, usually a large shrub or tree, that exhibits all the best characteristics normally associated with its type.  

Stress: A measure of  force of the load on a structural member in terms of force per unit area.

Subcontractor:  An individual, firm, partnership, limited liability corporation, or corporation to whom the Contractor subcontracts a portion of the work.

Subgrade: The level of the landscape profile that is below the build up to finish grade.  In paved areas that level below the gravel or paver base, in planting areas that level below the accepted growing medium depth.

Subsoil: The “B” horizon of a soil profile.

Succession: The process of change in a plant community composition and structure over time.

Supervision: The act, process, or function of supervising construction materials, methods and processes for a specific project. 

Supplier: A person, firm, or corporation that supplies materials or equipment to be included in the work, including that fabricated to a special design, but who does not perform labour at the site.

Supply: Means to acquire or purchase, ship or transport to the site, unload, re-package, replace damaged items, and store on-site. 

Surety:  The individual, firm, or corporate body bound with and for the Contractor for the acceptable completion of the work and the contract, and for payment of all just claims arising there from.

Testing Laboratories:  A laboratory retained to perform specific inspections or tests and is an independent entity engaged to perform testing services required by the contract documents.

Thatch: In lawns, this is a layer of dead plant material at the roots of the grasses. A certain amount is beneficial in protecting roots from heat, cold, and drought, whereas too much smothers roots, blocks fertilizer and water from reaching the soil.

Thinning:  A type of pruning cut that removes a lateral branch back to the branch collar on the parent branch.

Tissue Culture: The process of the propagation of plants from very small plant parts, tissues or cells grown in a test tube or container where the environment and nutrition are rigidly controlled.

Topdressing: The application of fertilizer, compost, manure, or other soil amendment to the soil's surface.

Topsoil: Imported or on site “A” horizon soil that meets, or can be modified to meet, the requirements of this Guideline or as specified. 

Trades: Use of titles such as “carpentry” is not intended to imply that certain construction activities must be performed by accredited or unionized individuals of a corresponding generic name, such as “carpenter”. It also does not imply that requirements specified apply exclusively to tradespersons of the corresponding generic name.

Transplanting: The act or process of removing and resetting a plant one or more times to improve its size and growth potential characteristics.  Also includes moving a plant from one site to another.

Tree Protection Zone: The area around a tree corresponding to the drip line or a minimum of ten (10) feet in all directions from the trunk.

Tree Survey:  Detailed review and recording of information about trees in a particular area.

Tree Tie: Material used to attach trunk of tree or shrub to support stake, and designed not to damage tree bark.

Tree: A perennial plant which grows from the ground with a single permanent, usually tall, woody, self-supporting trunk or stem, and an elevated crown of branches and foliage. Any woody, perennial plant characterized by having a main stem of trunk of six inches or more in diameter 4.5 feet above the natural grade.

Trimming: Clipping the ends of young branches using heading cuts.

Trunk: The main stem or axis of a tree that is supported and nourished by the roots and to which branches area attached.

Turgid: A plant that is fully supplied with water and showing no signs of wilting.

Utilities: Refers to overhead or underground wires, pipe lines, conduits, ducts, or structures, sewers or storm sewer drains.

Weed: Any plant growing where it is not desired.

Wildlife:  Any wild animal, bird, amphibian, reptile, fish, shellfish, aquatic life, or invertebrate.

Winter Damage:  Injury, damage or death of plant tissue caused by the climatic effects of the cold temperature and resultant precipitations.  The majority of injury can be classified as due to desiccation, freezing, breakage and salt (de-icing).

Work: The entire completed construction or the various separately identifiable parts thereof required to be furnished under the Contract Documents. Work includes and is the result of performing or furnishing labour and furnishing and incorporating materials and equipment into the construction, and performing or furnishing services and furnishing documents, all as required by the Contract Documents.  
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