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Keep in mind that I 
am a “glass is half 
full” type of person.  



Scientists at the University of Michigan have 
discovered that peoples optimistic or 
pessimistic outlook to life is genetic, and 
depends on levels of just one molecule: 
Neuropeptide Y. 



If he sees his shadow,  
six more weeks of winter. 
 
No shadow,  
there will just be a month and a half. 



Trends are based on Global Patterns 



 

Some Current Trends  

 

•   Concern for the Environment 

•   The Affluent Elderly 

•   Healthy Lifestyles 

•   Rise of the Leisure Class 

•   High Energy Costs 

•   Labour shortfall 

•   Economic uncertainty  



Concern about the 

Environment 



Shaping Public Opinion 



The Wave of Public Opinion 



Change in the way we view 

ownership of trees 

 



Urban Trees in Toronto are like 

sacred cows on the streets of India.  

…………CBC Report January 2, 

2008 

 



What people imagine when 

they hear a chainsaw 

 



Community Tree Planting and Reforestation 



The Million Tree Challenge 





 
Use of Native Plants 

 



Refine what the term “Native” means 





    Narrow and small trees in demand as lot size is reduced 



As people look for more effective ways to grow 
plants in restricted spaces. It means more trellises, 
arbours, wall-gardens and climbing plants that 
flourish in small containers.  

Vertical gardening  



Increased emphasis on tree canopy  
cover and other measureable scientific  
assessments of  landscape benefits  
and impact on the community 



Creating areas where trees can grow effectively 



Stratacells and Silvacells  



Structural Soil (CU) 



Make it look green and healthy 



Medians in London, Ontario 



Medians in Windsor, Ontario 



Changing Leisure Patterns 

Marinas are hurting 



The Decline of Golf 



Rethink the 5% requirement 



The New Active Park 



Science Catches up 
with Rhetoric and 
Emotion 





Will people embrace the New Lawn? 





Limited Market for Landscape Designers? 



 
In Ontario, almost anything you want to build  
except a residential garden, requires a permit  

and a landscape plan 
 
 





ACCESSIBILITY FOR 
ONTARIANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT 



In Ontario, especially Toronto, the 
permitting process is becoming  

more and more difficult 



Landscape Architects Licensure 



Restrictions on the range of work permitted 





http://www.fin.gov.on.ca/en/economy/ecaccts/ecat10.html 

25,976 26,402 26,478 27,125 

2007 2008 2009 2010

Ontario Disposable Income (millions $) 



Total value of building permits in Canada 

www.statcan.gc.ca 



Number of dwelling units in Canada – Single and multiple 

www.statcan.gc.ca 









Since the recession in 2007, the economy in 
China is up 51.3 percent, India 34.2 
percent, and Brazil 14.3 percent. The 
fastest growing countries in the world 
include Macau, Mongolia, China, Laos, and 
India 



Immigrants tend to build gardens that  
remind them of home 



A shift in Garden Aesthetic? 



Predicted Labour Shortage  

Conference Board of Canada (2007) estimated that “in 
2025 Ontario could face a shortfall of 364,000 workers” 



there is currently a shortage of 
skilled labour in the industry 



 
 

the competition to retain 
experienced and talented middle 
and junior staff will be huge 



When asked about the shortage of skilled 
labour in the landscape horticulture industry, 
the most common potential factor mentioned 
was wages 



How do we attract the brightest and best? 



When High Schools present Horticulture  
as a Remedial Course 



And the public thinks it is just  
about mowing the lawn 



Figure 4.5: Desired Sector of Work 



Salary Data for Landscape Designer - December 2011 

Source: iHireLandscaping.com 
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http://collegegrad.salary.com 
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Keeping up with technology 



Clients respond well to latest 3D modeling  
and visualization tools 



Today they are thrilled to see our designs  
in format they understand 



Tomorrow they will expect every designer  
will communicate this way 



Spectacular advances in game/movie 
graphics will displace the magic marker 



Designers will capture the  
emotional component of their creations 











Sub meter – Handheld GPS systems 





BIM - Building information modeling 



BIM - Building Information Modeling 

BIM provides a good estimation during bidding and 
procurement 
 
BIM improves coordination in construction sequencing 
 
BIM provides for effective communication of 
construction approaches  



BIM helps in identifying possible conflicts that may 
arise during building construction  
 
BIM allows for more what if analysis, such as 
construction sequencing options, shuffling of human 
resources, fine-tuning cost factors, etc. 
 
BIM helps clients and end-users in understanding and 
visualizing the end product 

BIM - Building Information Modeling 



Water Water Everywhere 





Healthy Lifestyles 



Occupy Local trend that involves more 
people supporting local farmers markets 
– the natural outlets for organically, 
homegrown products. 



  Community Gardens 

 

 GROW YOUR FOOD CLOSE TO HOME 



People are beginning to understand the 
importance of buying local produce, which 
in turn encourages them to experiment on 
their own. 



A proposed $200 million sky farm in 

the city of Las Vegas would be the 

world’s first 30-story vertical farm. 

This building would have 30 floors of 

indoor farm land, and it is estimated 

that a vertical farm such as this one 

could produce enough food to feed 

72,000 people per year.  

Sky Farm 
Las Vegas 



This proposed vertical sky farm would grow approximately 100 different crops, 
and would bring in an estimated $40 million in annual revenue via produce 
sales and tourism to the one-of-a-kind structure. This sky farm is only in the 
preliminary stages of design. 

Sky Farm, Las Vegas 



A new vertical farm in the downtown 

area of Toronto, called Sky Farm, could 

help to feed 35,000 area residents each 

year. The advantage of the SkyFarm is 

that the proposed building would only 

require about 1.32 hectares of land for 

the 58 story building to sit on. However, 

it will have about 8 million square-feet of 

growing space for crops, bringing in the 

same amount of produce as a 420 

hectare farm. The 714 foot structure 

would bring in an estimated $23 million 

of revenue each year. 





This new eco-building will hold the world record for the largest and tallest living wall, 
not just in India, but on the planet. This 200 meter tall building will feature vertical 
gardens all the way up its exterior walls. Costing, $1 billion, the revolutionary design 
will make it not only the world’s greenest skyscraper, but also one of the most unique 
and beautiful structures in the world. 

  Residence Antilia  

                      Mumbai, India 



Childhood Obesity is still a problem 



Exile of the Smoker 



In a recent survey sponsored by the ASLA, 
the three most popular  garden requests 
were:  

•  landscape lighting,  
•  fire pits,  
•  and low maintenance landscapes  





 
Collaborative Models Are The Order Of The Day 
  



Client will continue to be King 



They will use technology  
to ask smarter questions  



The threat of social  
media sabotage 



Loyalty among clients is 
tougher to retain, and 

doing excellent work is 
not in itself a 

guarantee of a 
continued client 

relationship 



Reducing unnecessary overhead, streamlining 
business processes, and reinvigorating the 
strategic plan are necessities. 

Firms of all sizes are forced to buckle down.  



Those who survive will  
have less competition 



Public works need work 

If the current level of infrastructure under-
investment is allowed to continue in Canada, the 
deficit could balloon to $1 trillion in 60 years. 
 
Deferring maintenance (or not performing repairs 
at all) leads to much higher rates of deterioration 
and repair bills that can equal the cost of the 
original asset. 



The new workplace is  
wherever you work 



Satisfy the need for speed 

When can you get it done? 



My Time is Valuable 



Low-risk, high-value plants  



Add larger flashes of color with  
both bloom and foliage 



Fewer commercial landscapes are being 
installed, so many of the larger companies 
are moving their crews into residential work 

The stimulus money is spent 



Economic Uncertainty  
Will Curtail Some  
Activity 



Competition is high. 
For the homeowner there has been no better 
time to have your landscape installed 



Fountains and decorative 
features made of natural stone 
or metal are going to be hot 
sellers.  



Birds in the Garden 

Birding watching has exploded into the No. 1 sport in 
North America, according to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. There are 51.3 million birders in the U.S. alone 
and the number is constantly climbing.  



Mindful consumption  

the 2010 Cone Survey that found 83 per cent of consumers 
want to see more brands, products and companies that 
support worthy causes 



An AARP poll showed that 75% of elderly people  
hoped to stay at home with their families. 

Independence And Family Interaction 

In 2009, a record-setting 51.4 million 
Americans were living in a 
multigenerational home 

Meet the Sandwich Generation 



Last year, seven of the 10 best-selling plans at 

Builder House Plans were single level.  
 



The next generation (Gen Y) 
77% want to live in an urban core 
Close to jobs, friends and shopping 



...particularly strong among WINKS, 
women with incomes and no kids—and 
plenty of buying power. 



More Women in Landscape  
More choose as a second career 



Pondless water features 



“plants can live without us, but we can’t live 
without plants.”  

Guerrilla Gardening 

do-gooder green thumbs who are creating 
food and flower gardens wherever space will 
allow  



Rise of the Leisure Class 





Home – the focus of the Leisure Lifestyle 



Lifelong Learning 



High Energy Costs 

Demographic growth and increasing economic 
wealth, particularly in developing countries, will 
create unprecedented energy demand.  



Alternate Sources 



Price of Land 
Urban Expansion 



Leave the Car at Home 



http://kolelinia.com/files/kolelinia_b1.jpg


http://kolelinia.com/files/kolelinia_b4.jpg
http://kolelinia.com/files/kolelinia_b12.jpg


New Standards for Parking Design? 



Smaller Cars need less space 



Dedicated zones for larger vehicles 



Small House with a Small Garden 



smaller, sophisticated homes that showcase the 
accoutrements of much larger designs. Exquisite 
detailing, quality materials and architectural 
artistry make these compact homes undeniably 
impressive in spite of their size. size 

Jewell Box Homes 



Indoor and Outdoor Space Merge 

Together  











Travel to Garden Destinations 



May retire early, but expect to live  

a long time. 

Will the money run out? 

Like to build things of quality. 

 

Leaving a legacy? 





Pension plans were developed when  
people retired at 65 and died at 72.  
 
Now we hope to retire at 55 and are  
living to 85.  
 
For many, their retirement years are  
longer than their work years. 



People Pursue Their Passions 



Garden Designs That Promote 

Physical and Mental Health 



Someday they will die. 

Canadian Data 

Year   Number of cremations % of all deaths 

1998                       213,004   42.4% 

1999                       221,650                             Not available 

2000 (est)  Not available   42.7% 

2010 projected figure 1,552,800   47.4% 
 







Do not hesitate to take bold 
action. The future favours  the 
energetic 



Thank You 
Ron Koudys 
519-667-3322 
 
ron@rkla.ca 


