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Communication Package:  # 3  – April 3, 2014
Theme: Landscape topic – DIY versus DIFM

Blog Post:
DIY or DIFM?

OK - one of the great things to do in ‘early’ spring when it is still too cold to spend much time in the garden, is to do some planning.  As with so many things in our lives – the planning that goes into a garden ahead of time will bear fruitful results down the road.

Garden planning may be as simple as a checklist of things to-do – as example my home list over next few weeks includes:
· apply lawn food – high nitrogen for spring
· rake up the leaves I missed last fall
· wash and put our the patio furniture
· buy and plant some cool season annuals for colour now
· get some sweet pea seeds started on trellis near patio as I forgot to get them last year till it was too hot – sweet peas like it cool

If you are thinking about a more major project – like landscaping around the house – then a simple checklist will not do – you should consider getting a plan drawn up for your project. Two logical ways to get there – DIY  (do-it-yourself) or DIFM (do-it-for-me)

DIY – do-it-yourself
Landscape plans come in many flavours and sizes.  For the active Do-it-yourselfers – you can source from the many books and online sources on the subject of landscaping and draw up a sketch of the area you are planning to redo.  A few common mistakes to avoid when in plan mode include:
1) Mature plant sizes – Just like that cute little Mastiff puppy grows into a bit of huge dog – so do many evergreens, shrubs and perennials get some size on them when they are full grown.  Make sure you are picking the right plants to fit into the spaces you are planning. We often see gardens either overgrown with plants to large for the spot – or gardens that will never grow in as the plants are either too compact or planted too far apart.
2) Plants that need similar cultural conditions – Plants all need sunlight and water – but not all plants need the same amounts of light and moisture. If you are planning to use shade plants in a shady spot – great – but take some care to make sure that all the plants in your plan will grow well in the environment you have.  Mixing plants that like wet feet with plants that like it dry – or the sun plants with shade plants is a definite no-no.
3) Colours and textures  - While there is wide range of personal taste involved with landscape planning – and it is important that you make a plan that you like and fits your style sense – you do need to think about how the colours will work together and how they will look from a distance. A common mistake we see is planting colors that are too dark to pop out of the shade or planting too many colours of similar tones that wash away when looked at.  Have fun with colours – but think about how they will work together. 


 One source of information for the DIY’er is the Landscape Ontario website.  There is a collection of pre-done landscape plans in the ‘How To’ section of the website that shows a number of house styles and some solid designs that will compliment.  http://www.landscapeontario.com/menu/simple-garden-designs

DIFM  - do-it for- me
There are a lot of solid reasons to use a professional to both help design a ‘plan’ and then to install a landscape. 

On the topic of look and feel – using a designer or architect trained in outdoor design will lead to a plan that not only will look great – but will be taking into consideration design elements that many DIY often miss. From using the latest materials to trends in design to being able to connect to nearby design elements, expect a plan from a designer to create an outdoor living space that will satisfy.

Plant selection from professional designers will not only fit the space but expect to see the plant list contain some of today’s newest and best new plants!  We are seeing compact and free flowering shrubs used more by designers as well as more use of perennials and plants that require less water or plant food to look their best.

Hardscape choices typically are enhanced when having a garden or landscape plan drawn by professionals.  We are using some amazing design elements from stone to bricks to inter-locking pavers to full outdoor kitchens! Irrigation and outdoor lighting are just a few of the considerations looked at when professionals draw up a plan.

Finally, if you wish to have the plan installed, a professional team will not only have the resources and tools to do the work well but will assure that the plan is executed as drawn.

Both DIY and DIFM work well in garden planning and the only challenge is picking the process that works best for your situation.
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Facebook Post:
DIY or DIFM?

If you are thinking about a more major project – like landscaping around the house – then a simple checklist will not do – you should consider getting a plan drawn up for your project. Two logical ways to get there – DIY  (do-it-yourself) or DIFM (do-it-for-me)

DIY – do-it-yourself
Landscape plans come in many flavours and sizes.  For the active Do-it-yourselfers – you can source from the many books and online sources on the subject of landscaping and draw up a sketch of the area you are planning to redo.  A few common mistakes to avoid when in plan mode include:
1) Mature plant sizes – Make sure you are picking the right plants to fit into the spaces you are planning. We often see gardens either overgrown with plants to large for the spot – or gardens that will never grow in as the plants are either too compact or planted too far apart.
2) Plants that need similar cultural conditions – Plants all need sunlight and water – but not all plants need the same amounts of light and moisture. Make sure that all the plants in your plan will grow well in the environment you have.  
3) Colours and textures  - A common mistake we see is planting colors that are too dark to pop out of the shade or planting too many colours of similar tones that wash away when looked at.  Have fun with colours – but think about how they will work together. 

Here are a few ideas….  http://www.landscapeontario.com/menu/simple-garden-designs

DIFM  - do-it for- me
There are a lot of solid reasons to use a professional to both help design a ‘plan’ and then to install a landscape. 

On the topic of look and feel – using a designer or architect trained in outdoor design will lead to a plan that not only will look great – but will be taking into consideration design elements that many DIY often miss. 

Plant selection from professional designers will not only fit the space but expect to see the plant list contain some of today’s newest and best new plants!  

Hardscape choices typically are enhanced when having a garden or landscape plan drawn by professionals.  We are using some amazing design elements from stone to bricks to inter-locking pavers to full outdoor kitchens! Irrigation and outdoor lighting are just a few of the considerations looked at when professionals draw up a plan.

Finally, if you wish to have the plan installed, a professional team will not only have the resources and tools to do the work well but will assure that the plan is executed as drawn.


Twitter Post:
Draw up a plan if you are doing landscaping – let us help you with ideas and suggestions @green_for_life
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Images for April 3 – will be sent as separate files
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Example of a plan
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