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Communication Package:  # 6  – April 6, 2014
Theme: Plants 

Blog Post:
Hydrangeas – part 1?
When we look at plant trends over the past decades we see every so often there is a ‘favourite’ plant that gets all the buzz from landscapers, gardeners and plant world.  

Back in the 60’s and 70’s hybrid roses were all the rage, we had a daylily decade recently and have gone through a Hosta era too.  Right now we think nothing is hotter than Hydrangeas!

Some background – while Hydrangeas have always been an easy to grow garden plant, for the longest time they were just one of the many ‘flowering shrubs’ at the garden centre. A few years ago the introduction of a plant superstar -  ‘Endless Summer’  - changed all that! Hydrangea ‘Endless Summer’ was the first significant repeat blooming Hydrangea and one of the first plants to get the push of strong marketing support. That combination of great genetics and solid promotion lead us all to discover what a great plant this was (and still is).  Big flowers and a well-mannered plant – what is not to love about this plant? ‘Endless Summer’ gets a little over 1m (3’) tall and wide – likes part shade and will flower on both new and old wood – so expect flowers July through September.

Once landscapers and homeowners started asking for ‘Endless Summer’ by name we saw that as a sign that we wanted more in Hydrangeas and the plant breeders delivered with a number of amazing new plants.

Here are few of the newer introductions we really like:

While ‘Endless Summer’ is a round flowered H. macrophylla type of Hydrangea – we are seeing some fab new H. paniculata types with cone shaped flowers. One to keep an eye on is the Hydrangea ‘Vanilla Strawberry’  -  enormous conical flowers are a blend of vanilla and strawberry and are held upright on red stems.  They emerge creamy white in mid summer, change to pink and finally to strawberry red. New blooms gives the plant a multicolored effect in late summer and early fall. The red coloration persists for at least 3-4 weeks and is a WOW in the garden. Like most H. paniculata the plants get about 2m tall (6’) and like full sun compared to the often more sun/shady Hydrangeas like ‘Endless Summer’

Another stunning new Hydrangea is the ‘lace cap’ look of the Hydrangea macrophylla  ‘You-Me Passion’. Flowers are soft pink or blue, depending on soil pH. When they first open, they have the appearance of a lace-cap, but eventually fill out completely creating a mop-head effect with double flowers. Flower petals have a pointed edge. Blooms continuously from April to September.  Growing only about 1m  (3’) high with a slightly smaller spread – this can used in the garden or as a container plant. 

Whatever your flavour of Hydrangea there is something for your landscape!
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Facebook Post:
Hydrangeas – part 1?
When we look at plant trends over the past decades we see every so often there is a ‘favourite’ plant that gets all the buzz from landscapers, gardeners and plant world.  

Back in the 60’s and 70’s hybrid roses were all the rage, we had a daylily decade recently and have gone through a Hosta era too.  Right now we think nothing is hotter than Hydrangeas!

Some background – while Hydrangeas have always been an easy to grow garden plant, for the longest time they were just one of the many ‘flowering shrubs’ at the garden centre. A few years ago the introduction of a plant superstar -  ‘Endless Summer’  - changed all that! Hydrangea ‘Endless Summer’ was the first significant repeat blooming Hydrangea and one of the first plants to get the push of strong marketing support. That combination of great genetics and solid promotion lead us all to discover what a great plant this was (and still is).  Big flowers and a well-mannered plant – what is not to love about this plant? ‘Endless Summer’ gets a little over 1m (3’) tall and wide – likes part shade and will flower on both new and old wood – so expect flowers July through September.

Once landscapers and homeowners started asking for ‘Endless Summer’ by name we saw that as a sign that we wanted more in Hydrangeas and the plant breeders delivered with a number of amazing new plants.

Here are few of the newer introductions we really like:

While ‘Endless Summer’ is a round flowered H. macrophylla type of Hydrangea – we are seeing some fab new H. paniculata types with cone shaped flowers. One to keep an eye on is the Hydrangea ‘Vanilla Strawberry’  -  enormous conical flowers are a blend of vanilla and strawberry and are held upright on red stems.  They emerge creamy white in mid summer, change to pink and finally to strawberry red. New blooms gives the plant a multicolored effect in late summer and early fall. The red coloration persists for at least 3-4 weeks and is a WOW in the garden. Like most H. paniculata the plants get about 2m tall (6’) and like full sun compared to the often more sun/shady Hydrangeas like ‘Endless Summer’

Another stunning new Hydrangea is the ‘lace cap’ look of the Hydrangea macrophylla  ‘You-Me Passion’. Flowers are soft pink or blue, depending on soil pH. When they first open, they have the appearance of a lace-cap, but eventually fill out completely creating a mop-head effect with double flowers. Flower petals have a pointed edge. Blooms continuously from April to September.  Growing only about 1m  (3’) high with a slightly smaller spread – this can used in the garden or as a container plant. 

Whatever your flavour of Hydrangea there is something for your landscape!


Twitter Post:
It started with Endless Summer – but check out the amazing new Hydrangeas – in all shapes and colours @green_for_life



[image: ]
Images for April 6 – will be sent as separate files
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