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Communication Package:  # 11  – April 11, 2014
Theme: Lawns 

A note on Product Placement.

In this blog post we mention a few general lawn fertilizer formulas – that may or may not be from products that you recommend.  So – please take a quick look to see if these are acceptable – and shift to items that you think are a better fit.  We think it is a-ok to mention the brand of fertilizer as well. Give us a call if any questions.

[bookmark: _GoBack]

Blog Post:
What has the bunny have to do with my lawn?

Tortoise and the Hare and a green/yellow lawn…

It’s yellow – it will be green – but it is yellow – but it will be green -  alas the lawn in early April in Ontario looks a tad jaundiced…. But greener days are ahead. And what the heck does Aesop’s fable about a tortoise and a hare have to do with my lawn??

So it is sort of a good time to obsess over the ‘lawn’ – and thought we should continue to add to our knowledge base as we plan our spring strategy…..

Some background – yup – it is yellow – and that is ok.  We had some reasonable snow fall in most of the province – and as all that has just melted all that water flushing through the lawn has pulled with it what little plant food was left in the soil.  In fact this time of year you can play the neighbor game as easily tell which of your neighbours adds an extra feeding of lawn food in the fall as their grass is a greener shade of yellow… versus the spring feed only group of neighbours that have yards without much green.

Now might be a good time to talk about N-P-K and plant foods.  

All plant food or fertilizers are mandated to have their chemical composition listed on the bag or container. Even organic plant foods will have their breakdown of N-P-K somewhere on the bag.  The N is for nitrogen, the P for phosphorous and the K for potassium.  

For established lawns - lawn foods in the spring are all about the first number – the N… as that is the chemical that greens up the plants – and in early spring after all that snow – it is the N that is missing from the root zone of your lawn. Typical granular fertilizers you will see this time might have an N-P-K of 10-0-0, 32-0-4 or 26-0-6 or a powdered ‘mix with water’ plant food like a 24-8-16.  Lawn foods based on ‘organic’ fertilizers (such as Corn Meal Gluten 10-0-0) tend to have lower nitrogen numbers than ‘chemical’ foods – and act more slowly in the soil but over a longer time than the often more immediately available chemical based plant foods.  On similar note the granular plant foods you apply dry with a fertilizer spreader all tend to act more slowly than the ‘mix with water’ liquid plant food that you apply with a watering can, sprayer or hose attachment. The liquid plant foods also break down more quickly and need to be reapplied more frequently than granular feeds. But if you are ‘jonesing’ for a quick way to a green lawn – or have major needs to keep up with neighbours – this may the avenue.

So said differently – and here we will try the tortoise and hare analogy – recall the hare went fast but the slower turtle won…if you are in huge hurry to green up a lawn – a spray type plant food will work the quickest – but also be gone the quickest (the hare we wonder?)  As so many of us are trying to be better conservationists – the more slowly acting organic based plant foods will stay in the soil over a longer time frame, green up the lawn more slowly but need to be replaced less frequently (and could this be the tortoise?).  

Now – if you are starting a new lawn – or doing some major reseeding – then throw out much of the above…. The N-P-K should be more balanced for baby seedlings so a formula like 24-25-4 would be a more common ratio for new lawns.  Also beware the weed prevention type of products if you are seeding a lawn – as anything that inhibits weed seeds will generally harm your grass seedlings.  So avoid any corn meal gluten  type of products (typically a 10-0-0 feed) if you are starting a new lawn.

So – take a look at what the best strategy is for your lawn – and enjoy the challenge of a green lawn.

Illustration from Wikipedia - Arthur Rackham, "The Hare and the Tortoise", illustration line block printed from drawing, from Aesop's Fables. Published by Ballantyne & Co., London, 1912. 
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Facebook Post:
What has the bunny have to do with my lawn?

Tortoise and the Hare and a green/yellow lawn…

It’s yellow – alas the lawn in early April in Ontario looks a tad jaundiced…. But greener days are ahead. And what the heck does Aesop’s fable about a tortoise and a hare have to do with my lawn??

We had some reasonable snow fall in most of the province – and as all that has just melted all that water flushing through the lawn has pulled with it what little plant food was left in the soil. 

All plant food or fertilizers are mandated to have their chemical composition listed on the bag or container. Even organic plant foods will have their breakdown of N-P-K somewhere on the bag.  The N is for nitrogen, the P for phosphorous and the K for potassium.  

For established lawns - lawn foods in the spring are all about the first number – the N… as that is the chemical that greens up the plants – and in early spring after all that snow – it is the N that is missing from the root zone of your lawn. Typical granular fertilizers you will see this time might have an N-P-K of 10-0-0, 32-0-4 or 26-0-6 or a powdered ‘mix with water’ plant food like a 24-8-16.  Lawn foods based on ‘organic’ fertilizers (such as Corn Meal Gluten 10-0-0) tend to have lower nitrogen numbers than ‘chemical’ foods – and act more slowly in the soil but over a longer time than the often more immediately available chemical based plant foods.  On similar note the granular plant foods you apply dry with a fertilizer spreader all tend to act more slowly than the ‘mix with water’ liquid plant food that you apply with a watering can, sprayer or hose attachment. 

So said differently – and here we will try the tortoise and hare analogy – recall the hare went fast but the slower turtle won…if you are in huge hurry to green up a lawn – a spray type plant food will work the quickest – but also be gone the quickest (the hare we wonder?) 

Now – if you are starting a new lawn – or doing some major reseeding – then throw out much of the above…. The N-P-K should be more balanced for baby seedlings so a formula like 24-25-4 would be a more common ratio for new lawns.  Also beware the weed prevention type of products if you are seeding a lawn – as anything that inhibits weed seeds will generally harm your grass seedlings. 

So – take a look at what the best strategy is for your lawn – and enjoy the challenge of a green lawn.

Illustration from Wikipedia - Arthur Rackham, "The Hare and the Tortoise", illustration line block printed from drawing, from Aesop's Fables. Published by Ballantyne & Co., London, 1912. 


Twitter Post:
Yellow lawns are normal in April – use a plant food high in nitrogen – the first number of N-P-K #’s on the bag  @green_for_life
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Images for April 11 – will be sent as separate files
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Feed me! - | am hungry!
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