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Communication Package:  # 14  – April 14, 2014
Theme: Annuals 


Blog Post:
Cool annuals – flowers for NOW!

In early spring we get goofy weather – one day warm – the next day cold…. as we are writing this it will be in 20’s today but snow tomorrow  - perfect example of ‘early spring’…

BUT we want to put out some flowers now – as darn it is warm (today at least)

So a few of our favourite annual flowers for this time of year are bedding plants that can take a little cold. The up side to this list is that they will all thrive in April when it is still cool – and in May – but most of these plants will poop out once the really hot weather comes in summer.  We think that is an acceptable trade off – great colour early from this list of cool annuals – and then we can pull them out in June or July and put in some ‘summer colour’.

Pansies: Number one on the list is pansies.  We love these plants for a whole bunch of reasons – great colours – both clear faced solid colors or the equally neat ‘blotched’ face pansies – with the word blotch being a pansy buzzword for that big freckle of dark purple on the blossoms. Pansies come in a few different flower sizes with ‘Giant’ flowers being about  7-10 cm (3-4”) wide – old time favourite ‘Majestic Giants’ are an example – to more modern varieties that tend to have slightly smaller flowers but better flower power.  Series like ‘Delta’ and ‘Crown’ are some of the many great lines of pansies to pick from.  In Southern Ontario we generally see pansies being very free flowered April through July – and if we have a cool summer they may be in bloom even longer.  We like to plant in blocks of colour – so consider planting then in groups of 3-5 plants to get some pop out of them.  And a hint – watch out with the dark colors – some of the rich, dark maroons and reds look great up close but make sure you plant then in a bright location or they can disappear into dark foliage colors or shade. We see the brighter colors of yellows and white can leap out of those tougher locations.  Pansies are easy to grow and just need a little plant food to keep going.

Osteo and Argys: We lump these two great plants together just because they are similar in use and size – even if they are very different plants.  Osteospermum and Argyranthemum are two relatively new introductions to our cool season flower collections – and both are a mouthful which is why we sometimes call them by the not official but way easier to pronounce ‘Osteo and Argy’ nicknames.  Both are classified as ‘big’ colour – in that they are generally sold in pots rather than as bedding flats.  Both get tall – easily over 30 cm (12”) versus the squatter look of a pansy. Both are used in the same spots you might use a geranium – container gardens as a thriller plant – or as background to shorter annuals or ground covers.  Finally both have had a lot of great breeding in the past few years so there are cool colours and flower forms to pick from. Generally we see ‘daisy’ types for sale in spring but some also will come with fully double flowers.  These plants flower their best when the nights are still cool – and expect great colour from them end of April into late June.  Pinks, purples, whites and yellows are main colours – what great flowers to add to a cool garden. Unlike pansies or dianthus most of these cannot take a real hard frost – so we usually put them someplace up near the house or patio.

Dianthus: An overlooked cool season annual is dianthus – and we think one reason it gets overlooked is that there are many different types and kinds of ‘dianthus’ that all get lumped together. We have true annual types – we have perennial types  - tall ones – short ones – part of gardening seems confusing to new gardeners is we often get either too casual or too formal with plants names. All that said – “dianthus” in most of its forms is a good cool season flower – with many of the varieties having a nice fragrance to go along wit h the nice flowers. Check out the plant tag to confirm how tall they will get – and like pansies we like to plant in clumps or groups. 


This is just a smattering – but look for ‘cool’ season flowers and get going!
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Facebook Post:
Cool annuals – flowers for NOW!

In early spring we get goofy weather – one day warm – the next day cold…. as we are writing this it will be in 20’s today but snow tomorrow  - perfect example of ‘early spring’…

BUT we want to put out some flowers now – as darn it is warm (today at least)

Pansies: We love these plants for a whole bunch of reasons – great colours – both clear faced solid colors or the equally neat ‘blotched’ face pansies – with the word blotch being a pansy buzzword for that big freckle of dark purple on the blossoms. Pansies come in a few different flower sizes with ‘Giant’ flowers being about  7-10 cm (3-4”) wide – old time favourite ‘Majestic Giants’ are an example – to more modern varieties that tend to have slightly smaller flowers but better flower power.  Series like ‘Delta’ and ‘Crown’ are some of the many great lines of pansies to pick from.  In Southern Ontario we generally see pansies being very free flowered April through July – and if we have a cool summer they may be in bloom even longer.  We like to plant in blocks of colour – so consider planting then in groups of 3-5 plants to get some pop out of them. Pansies are easy to grow and just need a little plant food to keep going.

Osteo and Argys: We lump these two great plants together just because they are similar in use and size – even if they are very different plants.  Osteospermum and Argyranthemum are two relatively new introductions to our cool season flower collections.  Both are classified as ‘big’ colour – in that they are generally sold in pots rather than as bedding flats.  Both get tall – easily over 30 cm (12”) versus the squatter look of a pansy. Both are used in the same spots you might use a geranium – container gardens as a thriller plant – or as background to shorter annuals or ground covers. These plants flower their best when the nights are still cool – and expect great colour from them end of April into late June.  Pinks, purples, whites and yellows are main colours – what great flowers to add to a cool garden. Unlike pansies or dianthus most of these cannot take a real hard frost – so we usually put them someplace up near the house or patio.

Dianthus: An overlooked cool season annual is dianthus – and we think one reason it gets overlooked is that there are many different types and kinds of ‘dianthus’ that all get lumped together. We have true annual types – we have perennial types  - tall ones – short ones – part of gardening seems confusing to new gardeners is we often get either too casual or too formal with plants names. All that said – “dianthus” in most of its forms is a good cool season flower – with many of the varieties having a nice fragrance to go along wit h the nice flowers. Check out the plant tag to confirm how tall they will get – and like pansies we like to plant in clumps or groups. 


This is just a smattering – but look for ‘cool’ season flowers and get going!
 


Twitter Post:
Its cold – its warm – its cold – early spring is a challenge but plant pansies, dianthus, argy and osteos for colour @green_for_life
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Argy Cobbitty Daisy Summer Melody
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