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Communication Package:  # 15  – April 15, 2014
Theme: Landscape 


Blog Post:
Value of Landscaping – how much and where to begin-  2 great questions….

First – a Landscape Trivia Quiz:
Did you know?
A well designed landscape can reduce air conditioning costs by up to 50 per cent
Large plants can reduce bothersome noise by up to 50 per cent and mask unwanted noises with more pleasant sounds.
Trees can reduce ambient temperatures by as much as 4 degrees Celsius. 
A single urban tree can provide up to $250 a year in air conditioning, pollution fighting, erosion and storm water control and wildlife shelter benefits.


This time of year is a great time to plan out any landscaping project. We get asked all the time about ‘how’ to start a project and how to sort out how much to spend.  See if this helps answer a few questions….

Investing in your landscape is a smart choice that not only enhances the curb appeal of your home, but actually adds to its value.
Smart Money magazine published an exhaustive report in 2003 noting that a well designed and installed landscape instantly adds at least 15 per cent to your home’s value (for more information, go to www.smartmoney.com).  The Wall Street Journal has reported that landscape investments are recovered fully, and sometimes doubled, by the increased home value, and a 1991 study showed that an attractive landscape reduced the time a house spent on the real estate market by five to six weeks.

How much to spend?
There are many variable elements in the landscape that can affect the look and quality of the job as well as the price you pay. Do you want a deck or pergola made of pressure-treated wood or the look of cedar? How about a simple interlocking paving stone patio, or do you want something more intricate -- or perhaps even natural flag stone? Do you have the patience to wait for small plants to fill in, or do you want an instant garden?

Both realtors and landscape industry experts recommend using a budget of between 10-15 per cent of the value of your home to enhance your outdoor living space. In its 2003 article, Smart Money reported that landscaping could bring a recovery value of 100 to 200 per cent when a house is sold. Compare this value with kitchen renovations that have 75 to 125 per cent recovery, while a bathroom remodel can recoup 20 to 120 per cent of the investment.

Apart from the obvious material and labour costs, there will be hidden costs involved in creating your dream garden. The cost of transportation and disposal of soil, old paving stones and tired and overgrown plant material has skyrocketed as landfill space becomes scarce around the province. Rising gasoline prices have also affected the cost of landscaping by increasing the costs to move materials to the site.

Where to begin?
Starting with a professionally designed landscape plan will give you the best value for your money. A certified landscape designer or landscape architect will listen to your needs, assess your budget and take your lifestyle into account when designing a plan for your garden.  Working from a landscape plan will define the best way to spend your money, allowing you to create your dream garden in affordable phases in line with your budget.

Before you meet with a landscape designer, take some time to think about how you and your family want to use your outdoor space. Landscaping is not just about lawns, shrubs, trees and flowers. There are many exciting new hardscape options and products that can be used to create a garden as unique as you are. Do you want a relaxing atmosphere for entertainment, a contemplative space, a play area for children or pets, or simply enjoy the ambience that the careful use of plants can create? A creative designer and landscape contractor can meet all or any of these needs in your unique garden.

Whether you are enhancing the front of your home or looking to develop a back yard retreat you can relax, secure in the knowledge that money invested in landscaping is well spent.
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Facebook Post:
Value of Landscaping – how much and where to begin-  2 great questions….

How much to spend?
There are many variable elements in the landscape that can affect the look and quality of the job as well as the price you pay. Do you want a deck or pergola made of pressure-treated wood or the look of cedar? How about a simple interlocking paving stone patio, or do you want something more intricate -- or perhaps even natural flag stone? Do you have the patience to wait for small plants to fill in, or do you want an instant garden?

Both realtors and landscape industry experts recommend using a budget of between 10-15 per cent of the value of your home to enhance your outdoor living space. In its 2003 article, Smart Money reported that landscaping could bring a recovery value of 100 to 200 per cent when a house is sold. Compare this value with kitchen renovations that have 75 to 125 per cent recovery, while a bathroom remodel can recoup 20 to 120 per cent of the investment.

Apart from the obvious material and labour costs, there will be hidden costs involved in creating your dream garden. The cost of transportation and disposal of soil, old paving stones and tired and overgrown plant material has skyrocketed as landfill space becomes scarce around the province. Rising gasoline prices have also affected the cost of landscaping by increasing the costs to move materials to the site.

Where to begin?
Starting with a professionally designed landscape plan will give you the best value for your money. A certified landscape designer or landscape architect will listen to your needs, assess your budget and take your lifestyle into account when designing a plan for your garden.  Working from a landscape plan will define the best way to spend your money, allowing you to create your dream garden in affordable phases in line with your budget.

Before you meet with a landscape designer, take some time to think about how you and your family want to use your outdoor space. Landscaping is not just about lawns, shrubs, trees and flowers. There are many exciting new hardscape options and products that can be used to create a garden as unique as you are. Do you want a relaxing atmosphere for entertainment, a contemplative space, a play area for children or pets, or simply enjoy the ambience that the careful use of plants can create? A creative designer and landscape contractor can meet all or any of these needs in your unique garden.

Whether you are enhancing the front of your home or looking to develop a back yard retreat you can relax, secure in the knowledge that money invested in landscaping is well spent.
 


Twitter Post:
Landscaping adds value to any property – can add up 200% of what you spend an a landscape project – that's a LOT of green @green_for_life
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Landscaping usually returns 100-200% to home value
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What are your goals for a design?




